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St Mark’s

EPISCOPAL CHURCH
love is our tradition

The Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost
August 4, 2024 Rite 2 Year B

Thank you for joining us in worship.

We are glad you are here.

Please let us know what questions you might have

And if you would like to be on our mailing list.

We Love
God

St. Mark’s is a community of
people who believe in the
power of God’s love as
expressed through God’s
son, Jesus Christ.

We Love
Each Other

Our love for God compels
us to love and welcome
others with open arms

regardless of age, ethnicity,

sexual orientation,
or social status.

We Love
Our Community

Our love for God
compels us to serve our
community by being
active in service to
those in need.

We Love
Qur Faith

We celebrate our God, for
each other and for our
community through
Episcopal worship that
keeps us grounded in our

faith.

520 N. Arthur Ashe Boulevard, Richmond VA 23220
804-358-4771 stmarksrva.org




At Pentecost, God’s promised Spirit enters into the church and empowers it to know and do God’s will. Now the
people of faith can be a sign and witness to what God has done in Christ, namely, established God’s reign of justice
and peace. On this holy day we are made aware of our vocation to be a community of faith in which God’s
reconciling power is made present, conscious and active in our lives, that we might be the body of Christ, God’s
reconciling presence in the world to the end that all people are restored to unity with God and each other in Christ.
—- Jobn Westerhoff
Basic Liturgics
Liturgy: "Liturgy" comes from the Greek word /itourgia, which literally means "work of the people." It was used to
refer to a public work done at private expense and could be used to classify projects like a privately-financed bridge
that was being built for the use of a whole town. The public libraries built by Andrew Carnegie could also be

considered a /feitonrgia. In church usage, liturgy is the act of worship that we do on behalf of ourselves, the wider
Church, and the world.

Eucharist: The word Eucharist comes from the Greek word excharistia, which means "thanksgiving." For this reason
the Prayer Book also calls the Eucharistic Prayer by the label "The Great Thanksgiving." The service of Holy
Communion is our great act of thanksgiving to God.

The Structure of the Eucharistic Liturgy:
The Eucharistic Liturgy is divided into two main parts:

(1) The Liturgy of the Word (2) The Holy Communion or The Liturgy of the Table
- The Gathering Rite - The Offertory
- The Lessons & Sermon - The Eucharistic Prayer
- The Creed - The Lord’s Prayer
- The Intercessions and Confession - The Fraction or The Breaking of the Bread
- The Peace - Holy Communion

- The Post-Communion Prayer
- Blessing and Dismissal
Terms for Those Who Help With Worship:
Celebrant, Presider, Officiant: A priest, bishop, or deacon who presides at the liturgy.

Deacon: A person ordained to the diaconate can help with reading the gospel, leading the Prayers of the People,
leading the Confession, setting the Altar at Offertory, distributing Communion, cleaning up after Communion, or
the Dismissal.

Crucifer: Someone who carries the processional cross.
Acolyte: Literally this means "torch-bearer."

Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Lay people who have been authorized by the Bishop and the Rector to help distribute
Communion, usually by being chalice-bearers.

Book-bearer: The person who carries the Gospel Book in procession and holds it during the Gospel Reading.
Preacher: A person who gives a sermon or homily.

Lector: A person who reads a lesson from the Bible.

Intercessor: A person who leads the Prayers of the People.

Oblation-bearers: Those who bring up the gifts of bread and wine at Offertory.

Ushers: Those who help people find their seat and the bulletin, who collect the offering and present it, and who
help direct people during Communion.

Greeters: Those who, after the Dismissal, welcome new people and invite them to coffee and social time.

Altar Guild: The team of people who help prepare the Altar area and are responsible for cleaning the vessels and
linens.

Floral Guild: Those who create the floral arrangements for worship.



Preparing for Worship

In today’s hectic world, it is good to have time for silence. Take time to sit quietly and open yourself
through silent prayer, meditation, or reading over the bulletin.

Holy Eucharist-Rite Two
The Word of God .. The Liturgy of the Word

Prelude Pastorale Darius Milhaud
A Word of Welcome
(Please stand as yon are able)
Hymn 365 (B/ue Book) Come, thou mighty King Moscow
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Opening Acclamation

Presider: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
All: And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. AMEN.

Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. AMEN.

Gloria in excelsis

Powell
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The Lectern

The lectern is the stand from which the Hebrew Scripture (First or Old
Testament), the Psalm, and the Epistle (New or Second Testament) are read. Itis a

visible expression of the significance of Holy Scripture to the life of the church.
In colonial churches, the lectern was often incorporated as the middle level of a
multi-tiered pulpit.

The Collect of the Day
Presider: The Lord be with you.

All: And also with you.
Presider: Let us pray.

Presider: Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and, because it cannot
continue in safety without your help, protect and govern it always by your goodness; through Jesus

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
AMEN.

(Please be seated)
The Lessons

A Reading from the Second Book of Samuel 2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a Isabel Tucker

When the wife of Uriah heard that her husband was dead, she made lamentation for him. When the
mourning was over, David sent and brought her to his house, and she became his wife, and bore him
a son.

But the thing that David had done displeased the Lord, and the Lord sent Nathan to David. He came
to him, and said to him, “There were two men in a certain city, the one rich and the other poor. The
rich man had very many flocks and herds; but the poor man had nothing but one little ewe lamb,
which he had bought. He brought it up, and it grew up with him and with his children; it used to eat
of his meager fare, and drink from his cup, and lie in his bosom, and it was like a daughter to him.
Now there came a traveler to the rich man, and he was loath to take one of his own flock ot herd to
prepare for the wayfarer who had come to him, but he took the poor man’s lamb, and prepared that
for the guest who had come to him.” Then David’s anger was greatly kindled against the man. He
said to Nathan, “As the Lord lives, the man who has done this deserves to die; he shall restore the
lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity.”

Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: I anointed you king
over Israel, and I rescued you from the hand of Saul; I gave you your master’s house, and your
master’s wives into your bosom, and gave you the house of Israel and of Judah; and if that had been
too little, I would have added as much more. Why have you despised the word of the Lord, to do
what is evil in his sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and have taken his
wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. (Continned Next Page)
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Now therefore the sword shall never depart from your house, for you have despised me, and have
taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife. Thus says the Lord: I will raise up trouble against
you from within your own house; and I will take your wives before your eyes, and give them to your
neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of this very sun. For you did it secretly; but I
will do this thing before all Israel, and before the sun.” David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against
the Lord.”

Hear what the spirit is saying to God’s people.
All: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 51:1-13 Miserere mei, Deus
Cantor: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving kindness.

Cantor and Congregation:
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Cantor:

1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving-kindness; *
in your great compassion blot out my offenses.

2 Wash me through and through from my wickedness *
and cleanse me from my sin.

3 For I know my transgressions, *
and my sin is ever before me.

4 Against you only have I sinned *
and done what is evil in your sight.

5 And so you are justified when you speak *
and upright in your judgment.

Cantor and Congregation:
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6 Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth, *
a sinner from my mother's womb.

7 For behold, you look for truth deep within me, *
and will make me understand wisdom secretly.

8 Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; *
wash me, and I shall be clean indeed.

9 Make me hear of joy and gladness, *
that the body you have broken may rejoice.

Cantor and Congregation:
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Have mer-cy on me, O God, ac - cord-ing to your lov-ing-kind-ness___

10 Hide your face from my sins *
and blot out all my iniquities.

11 Create in me a clean heart, O God, *
and renew a right spirit within me.

12 Cast me not away from your presence *
and take not your holy Spirit from me.

13 Give me the joy of your saving help again *
and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.

Cantor and Congregation:
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A Reading from the Letter to the Ephesians Epbhesians 4:1-16 Jennifer McCauley

I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have
been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, making
every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one
Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one
God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. But each of us was given grace
according to the measure of Christ's gift. Therefore it is said,

"When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive; he gave gifts to his people.”

(When it says, "He ascended," what does it mean but that he had also descended into the lower parts
of the earth? He who descended is the same one who ascended far above all the heavens, so that he
might fill all things.) The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up
the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. We must no longer be children, tossed
to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people's trickery, by their craftiness in
deceitful scheming. But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is
the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with
which it is equipped, as each part is working propetly, promotes the body's growth in building itself
up in love.

Hear what the spirit is saying to God’s people.
All: Thanks be to God.

(Please stand as you are able)

Hymn 343 (B/ue Book) Shepherd of souls St. Agnes
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Hymn 343 (B/ue Book) Shepherd of souls St. Agnes
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The Gospel John 6:24-35

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to John
All: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The next day, when the people who remained after the feeding of the five thousand saw that neither
Jesus nor his disciples were there, they themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum
looking for Jesus. When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi,
when did you come here?” Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not
because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. Do not work for the food that
perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is
on him that God the Father has set his seal.” Then they said to him, “What must we do to perform
the works of God?” Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom
he has sent.” So they said to him, “What sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and
believe you? What work are you performing? Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is
written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.”” Then Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, it
was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true
bread from heaven. For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and gives life to
the world.” They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.”

Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever
believes in me will never be thirsty.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you Lord Christ.



The Pulpit

The pulpit is reserved for the sermon suggesting the important role of reflect-

ing on scripture. The canopy is designed to reflect sound and comes from the
time when that was the means of amplification to the congregation.

(Please be seated)

The Sermon The Rev. Dr. Sarah Kye Price

(Please stand as you are able)

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. AMEN.
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The Baptismal Font

Through the sacrament of baptism we become members of Christ’s family — the
church. The presence of the baptismal font in the church is a reminder of our own
baptism and the commitments that we made or that were made on our behalf.

(Stand or kneel)

Prayers of the People Kent Slonaker

Presider- Holy God: you are present in all time and place: we pray to you for the universal Church, and
her mission of reconciling us to you and one another.
All: Guide our hearts in the way of love and truth, for your name’s sake.

Oh Jesus, Prince of Peace: we seek your grace to heal the nations of the world. May those in
authority learn to affirm the dignity of the human family. We pray for for the workplaces and
businesses of Metropolitan Richmond: For safe, respectful work environments, healthy work ethics
and attitudes, and sufficient salary and benefits for all workers. For owners and managers; for
servant leadership, civic responsibility, and ethical decision-making.

All: Make us instruments of your peace, and channels of your grace.

Incarnate and Living Christ: we pray for the needs of the world, remembering that you, yourself,
embody empathy and solidarity with those who suffer. We pray especially for those on our parish
prayer list: Jane, Bobbie, Jo, Mike, Fred, Karen, Keith, Betty, Lisette, Becky, Robin, Carole, Mike,
Steve, Margaret, Phyllis, Juette, Marsha, David, Samantha, Bill, Kathy, Terry, Edward, Stefan, Olivia,
Michelle, Becca and her family, Don, Norma, Betty, Vickie and her mom, Thorp, Fraser and the
boys, Lyle, Versann, Candace, Lee, the Dummitt family, the Downey family, Elizabeth and David,
Ginny, Ronnie, Shelby, Nicholas, the Sonant family, Garry, Gloria, Rick, Amy, Kristy, Martha, Randi,
Marion, Hollis, and Donna

All: Help us to walk in love with all your children.

Blessed Spirit: you rain down your gifts of unity and diversity across the spectrum of the human
tamily. We pray especially for those who have been marginalized for their bodies, cultures, and
inherent personhood.

All: Strengthen us to build bridges of understanding, and advocate for beloved community.

Eternal Wisdom: in you all things are made new. We pray for those who have died, remembering
especially Doris Enroughty.

All: Enliven our hope, and lead us in faith, upon the path of Christ Jesus, and the saints in
light.
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Holy Trinity: you are the source of relational love. We give you thanks for all the blessings of this
life, remembering those celebrating birthdays, especially James, Margaret, and Cassandra, and those
celebrating anniversaries, especially Virginia and Trey.

All: May our lives be a reflection of your love in the world.

Concluding Collect

The Confession

Presider: Let us confess our sins to God.
Silence may be kept.

All: God of all mercy,

we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.

We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,

the evil we have done,

and the evil done on our behalf.

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us

through our Savior Jesus Christ,

that we may abide in your love

and serve only your will. AMEN.

The Absolution
Presider: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. AMEN.

The Peace

Presider: 'The peace of the Lord be always with you.
All: And also with you.

(Please stand as you are able. All greet one another in the name of the 1.ord.)
(Please be seated)

Announcements and News of the Church Community
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The Altar or Holy Table

The altar is a table, usually in the sanctuary which is the
space that is generally behind the altar rail, on which

the bread and wine used for the eucharist
(or Holy Communion or the Lord’s Supper)
service are consecrated.

The Holy Communion o 1

The Liturgy of the Table 2 =
Reomate ) HOly Communion SCAN M:E TO DONATE

(Remain seated)

Summer Hymn Series

Each week for our Offertory Hymn, we will be revisiting and singing together new-to-us hymns and
dusted-off favorites which have featured in our worship over the past year. More information about
each weekly selection is printed at the end of the bulletin.
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The Communion Vessels

The Eucharist (from the Greek meaning Thanksgiving), or Holy
Communion, is a sacrament at the center of Episcopal worship. A
sacrament is “an outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual

grace” in the words of The Book of Common Prayer. The vessels used

are a chalice for wine, a paten for bread (or “host”), and a flagon for

additional wine. They are placed on a square white linen cloth called
the corporal.

(Please stand as you are able)
At The Presentation, Doxology Old Hundredth

Praise God, from whom all blessings flowy
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. AMEN.

(Please stand as you are able)

The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer 3 (from Enriching Our Worship Volume One)

Presider: The Lord be with you.

All: And also with you.

Presider: Lift up your hearts.

All: We lift them to the Lord.

DPresider: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Presider: All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving God;
through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you created all things.
You laid the foundations of the wotld and enclosed the sea when it burst out from the womb;

You brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath to humankind.

Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our journey; And so as
the morning stars sing your praises we join the heavenly beings and all creation as we shout with joy:
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Sanctus Powell
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(Please stand or kneel as yon are able)

Presider:  Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you called a
people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them from bondage and led them to a land
of promise. Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be human, to share our life, to proclaim the coming of
your holy reign and give himself for us, a fragrant offering,

Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought us into your life, reconciled
us to you, and restored us to the glory you intend for us. We thank you that on the night before he
died for us Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends
and said: “Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said: “Drink this,
all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out for you and for all for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension,
longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your earth has formed and
human hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ:

All: Dying, you destroyed our death. Rising, you restored our life. Christ Jesus, come in
glory!

Presider: Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may be to us
the Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power, may be a
people of hope, justice and love.

Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time gather us with
blessed St. Mark and all your people into the joy of our true eternal home. (Continned Next Page)
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Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we worship you
our God and Creator in voices of unending praise.

All: Blessed are you now and for ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer
Presider: And now;, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
All: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. AMEN.

The Breaking of the Bread
Presider-  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sactificed for us,

All: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Fraction Anthem, Agnus Dei Powell
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take a - way the sins of the world: have mer-cy on us.
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sins of the world: grant us peace.

Presider: The Gifts of God for the People of God.
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The Holy Communion: AILL are welcome to share in Communion.

Holy Communion

Come forward as the ushers direct you. When you arrive at the rail you may put out your hands to
receive the bread/wafer. You may then either consume it, dip it lightly into the chalice, or take a sip
of wine from the chalice. If you prefer a blessing only - cross your arms across your chest.

If you have any mobility concerns please alert the usher
and the clergy will bring communion to you.

Communion Ave Verum, K. 618 W. A. Mozart

English translation:
Hail the true body, born
from the Virgin Mary:

You who truly suffered and were sacrificed
on the cross for the sake of man.
From whose pierced flank
flowed water and blood:

Be a foretaste for us
in the trial of death.

Post Communion Prayer

Presider: et us pray.

All: Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his
Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. AMEN.

The Blessing
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Hymn 778 (Wonder, ove & Praise-Green Book)

We all are one in mission
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1. We all are one in mis - sion, we all are one iIn call,
2. We all are called for ser - vice to wit-ness in God’s name.
3. We all be - hold one vi - sion, a stark re - al - i - ty;
4. Now let us be u - nit - ed and let our song be heard.
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our var - ied  gifts u - nit - ed by  Christ, the Lord of all.
Our min - is - tries are dif-f’rent, our pur - pose is the same:
the stew - ard of sal - va-tion was nailed up - on a tree.
Now let us be a ves - sel for God’s re - deem - ing Word.
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A sin - gle, great com - mis - sion com - pels us from a - bove
to touch the lives of oth - ers by God’s sur-pris-ing grace,
Yet res - ur - rect - ed Jus - tice gives rise that we may share
We all are one in mis - sion, we all are one in call,
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to plan and work to - geth-er that all may know Christ’s  love.
SO peo-ple of all na - tions may feel God’s warm em - brace.
free re - con - cil - i - a-tion and hope a - mid de - spair.
our var -ied gifts u - nit - ed by Christ, the Lord of all.
fH | | | S
B2 ! I i | 11 | I r’l | —I I |
e =t
: tre e o 7
S —s ¢ —Sfs ——F °
D p— ! i I — — -
| 1 | 1 | | u |

Nyland

18



The Ambry

1 f The ambry is a cupboard located in the St. Mary Chapel which is at the right of
the narthex (front entry of the church). It is used for reserving the consecrated
— | | hosts for communion in home or hospital visits for those who cannot attend Sun-

day worship and, in some Anglican Churches, to store the oil of chrism used for
anointing. A light burns near it to indicate that it contains the sacrament.

The Dismissal

Deacon: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
All: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Fantasie on “Iobe den Herren” Niels W. Gade

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard 1V ersion Bible,

copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Church of Christ in the
US A, and used by permission.

Gloria, Sanctus, and Agnus Dei by Robert Powell © 1985, GLA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used with
permission. OneLicense #A-400994.

RECYCLE THIS BULLETIN by placing it on one of the tables at the side or front entrance.
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Summer Hymn Series Selection: A note from Amos: Hymn texts are powerful, living and active,
in dialogue with the world around us; therefore they are routinely edited, modernized, shortened,
etc., not because the Gospel has changed, but because the world around the Gospel has. Some edits
are simply for brevity: our marathon-length “For all the Saints,” originally eleven verses(!), has
slimmed itself to a manageable(?) eight. Other updates are for inclusivity. “Good Christian Men,
Rejoice” is now “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice,” an elegant and supremely singable excision of
gender-exclusionary language. There isn’t yet a palatable rewrite of “God Rest Ye Merry,
Gentlemen,” and likely a new round of gender revision will be necessary as soon as a critical mass of
people come to see binary lines like “Women and Men, harmony blending, come swell the chorus in
loving accord” as themselves not fully inclusive. Many “Thee’s” and “Thou’s” have been changed,
just as Rite II of the Holy Eucharist brought Rite I’s register into alignment with modern English
usage. Problematic texts which affirm early Anglican colonialism have been dropped altogether, c.f.
“From Greenland’s icy mountains, from India’s coral strand; Where Afric’s sunny fountains roll
down their golden strand...they call us to deliver their land from errot’s chain.”

All of which brings us to today’s Offertory hymn. I had an interesting conversation recently about
the line “ever watchful o’er our race.” That last word had leapt off the page for some of us. The
word “race” isn’t of itself problematic: “Join hands, then, people of the faith, whate’er your race may
be,” from “In Christ there is no East or West,” for example. Context, however, is everything, as we
look closer at this anonymous early-19th Century English poem. “Race” can simply mean
“humanity,” the human race, but in the 1800s was most often rooted in the 17th century
understanding of race as categories of humans based on traits of skin, hair, facial features, etc.
Ultimately, there’s no way to know what was in the heart of this poet, but we can know and honor
what’s in the hearts of singers in the St. Mark’s pews. So, we undertook a collaborative process to
attempt a rewrite of verse one, not necessarily as a Forever Replacement of the original, but as an
exploration of hymnody on a more deeply personal and communal level. The revised version
appears in our bulletin this morning;

Of course, we must honor the views of folks who resist changes to hymn texts which may have deep
personal meaning and attachment. We don’t want anyone feeling excluded, but we also don’t want
anyone feeling that something beloved has been taken from them. Hymn changes implemented over
the centuries have never been met with unanimous agreement, and likely never will be.

The ELCA (Lutheran) church nicely executed a dance around this potentially divisive issue; hymn
#505 is “A mighty fortress is our God” in its traditional 19th Century translation; the facing page,
#504, is the exact same music in a modernized and slightly de-militarized translation. Lutheran
congregations don’t have to confront head-on on which version is better; in a beautiful model of
unity through music, individuals choose the version that speaks most directly to them - whether they
open their hymnal to #504 or #505 - with the happy result that God’s people can sing the same song
together, even if they’re not all on the same page!
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The Altar Flowers are Given to the Glory of God
In Memory of Adelia Derochere Daigle
And Amelia Bonanno D’Urso

By Douglas D’Urso

Please Remember in Your Prayers This Week:

Parishioners: Jane Settle, Bobbie Aiken, Jo Tyler, Mike Craft, Fred Crowley, Karen Franklin, Keith
MacKay, Betty Leviner, Lisette Johnson, Becky Lee, Robin Goodman, Carole Shahda, Mike Oliver,

Steve Row, Margaret Franklin, Phyllis Iverson, Juette Iverson, Marsha Iverson, David Christiana,
Samantha Ridley, and Bill Piercy.

Our extended family and friends: Kathy Treaster, Terry Brown, Edward, Stefan, Olivia, Michelle,
Becca and her family, Don Foltz, Norma Hylton, Betty Kuhn, Vickie and her mom, Thorp, Fraser
and the boys, Lyle, Versann Delva, Candace Franco, Lee Hyden (Anne Kambourian’s daughter), the
Dummitt family, the Downey family, Elizabeth and David Hardison, Ginny Jones, Ronnie, Shelby,
Nicholas, the Sonant family, Garry Land, Gloria Wiley, Rick McGeorge, Amy Burks, Kristy Rose,
Martha, Randi Smith, Marion Broome, Hollis Daniels, and Donna Raubenstine.

Those celebrating birthdays: especially James Boisky-Riva, Margaret Boisky-Riva, and
Cassandra Price.

Those celebrating anniversaries: especially Virginia and Trey Damron.

Those who have died: especially Doris Enroughty.

Diocesan Cycle of Praver: Pray for Ushers, Acolytes, Eucharistic Ministers and Lay Readers.

Metro Richmond Cycle of Prayer: We pray for the workplaces and businesses of Metropolitan
Richmond: For safe, respectful work environments, healthy work ethics and attitudes, and sufficient
salary and benefits for all workers. For owners and managers; for servant leadership, civic
responsibility, and ethical decision-making,
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PARISH STAFF

The Rev. Benjamin R. Badgett, Rector rector(@stmarkstva.org
The Rev. Charles D. Aiken, Jr., Associate Rector buckaiken4(@gmail.com
The Rev. Dr. Sarah Kye Price, Priest Affiliate office@stmarkstva.org

Malinda Collier, Director of Lay Ministry/Formation dre@stmarkstva.org
Amos Goldie, Minister of Music office@stmarkstva.org
Steve Barnes, Parish Administrator office@stmarkstva.org

Cassandra Price, Nursery
Office Hours: Tuesday to Thursday 11-4
Pastoral Emergencies 804-385-6821 OR 804-304-5062

THE VESTRY

2024:
Karen Franklin, Pastoral Care Team Liaison

Rob McTier, Worship Team Liaison

Mickie Jones, Parish Life Team Liaison

2025:
Blair McDutff, Evangelism Team Liaison

Scott Pennington, St. Warden, Property Team Liaison
Paul Shane, Finance Team Liaison

2026:
Becky Adams, Education Team Liasion

Gaye Frugard, Outreach Team Liasion
Kate Williams, Jr. Warden, Stewardship Team Liasion
Ex-officio
Treasurer: Suzanne Long

Register: Phoebe Davis
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ST. MARK’S TRUSTEES:

Harold Wright
Beth Wentworth

Bill Martin

MINISTRY TEAMS AND CHAIRS:

Director of Lay Ministry and Formation, Malinda Collier

Gathered Ministry:

Karen Hardison, Worship
Annette Spanel, Pastoral Care
Beth Wentworth, Education

Fred Crowley, Parish Life

Sent Ministry:

Ed Street, Outreach
Suzanne Long, Evangelism
Penny Adams, Justice and Advocacy

Shared Ministry:

Suzanne Long, Interim-Finance
Wes Kaufman & Dee Whitlow, Audit
Howard Pugh, Stewardship
Brent Graves, Property
Scott Pennington, Vestry
Pam Piercy, Personnel

To contact anyone listed above, please send an email to office@stmarksrva.org
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All are Welcome Here
Diverse, Urban, Eucharist Centered, Service-Oriented

Thank you for joining us.
Please let us know how we may encourage you to serve the Lord
with us by filling out the “Welcome” card found in the rack in front of you
and placing it in the Offering Plate.

You may also speak to any clergy or greeters following the worship service.

Founded in 1866 to serve the working people of Richmond,
St. Mark’s Church is an active member of the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia,

110 West Franklin Street, Richmond, VA, 23220, 804-643-8451,
and the Anglican Communion.

The Rt. Rev. E. Mark Stevenson, Bishop of the Diocese of Virginia
The Rt. Rev. Gayle Elizabeth Harris, Assistant Bishop of the Diocese of Virginia

&

St Mark’s

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

love is our tradition

520 N. Arthur Ashe Boulevard, Richmond VA 23220
804-358-4771 stmarksrva.org
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